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'm not going tolie tO «ssi na tate a nen eect eee e ene e nee n ee 

you. During the past 

three years I've been 
able to vote in two 
elections. | just could not find the time to drive an hour 
south to participate in all those smaller local elections. 

Plus, I've been out of my hometown for so long, | 
have not a clue what is happening in the community. | 
found it ridiculous that | was still registered in San Diego 
County even though | live in Orange County and go to 
school in Los Angeles County. Plus, my political views 
have changed quite a bit since | was a naive 18-year- 
old. 

We all have our bland excuses. Jeanette explores 
these excuses in her “Super Tuesday” feature on page 
OF 

| don’t have time. | know you don’t have enough Cover illustration by Julio Salgado. 
time, between work, school and still maintaining some 
type of social life, time is a precious entity that we don't 
have enough of. Besides, that’s not an excuse for a 
voting day, your boss or professor will excuse up to two 
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I'm too lazy. Seriously? 
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Jana Owens, 21 Christine Harmon, 24 
(cr) 
Busy communication major Ever wonder what happens 
and free-lance photographer, after graduation? This fun- 
Jana takes time away from loving Huntington kick-boxer 
Y} her friends to uncover the finds out who is getting paid 
terror behind the scary Berry and who's not. Check out 
Farm's Halloween Haunt on a glimpse of your future 
ag page 13. on page 8: Where's My 
Paycheck! ? 
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tas : 
Halloween Haunt 
CSULB student goes back stage for Knott's Berry 
Farms scariest time of year. 


Super Tuesda 
For some Pt ce is a tedious ze VOTING? 
daunting task, to the point where they will make ANYONE? 
up any excuse not to vote. Page 5 lists these wie 
excuses and descriptions of the up-coming 
election. 


By Jeanette Prather 


Where Is My Paycheck?! 


The trend these days Is to job-search for months, 
even years after graduation. Check out page 8 
and uncover why so many college grads are still 
unemployed. 

By Christine Harmon 
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| remember a time when my favorite diversion didn't involve a single controller, memory 
card, jumble of wires or computer screen. All | needed was a good friend and a rainy day 
and it was on. Battleship - If | was in a particularly aggressive mood Monopoly, to seek 
fame and fortune at the expense of my friends and family. 


This fall, board games are back - if you want them to be. They're fun, don't require a 
pause button, incite laughter and, let's face it, they're great when paired with copious 
amounts of alcohol. Might we suggest a night amongst friends where everyone brings their 
game of choice (and beverage) and let the madness ensue. Put away the Xbox and turn 
off the tube - Game Night is back. 


DISCLAIMER 


MONOPOLY AND FRIENDSHIP — What h ens at game night, stays at game night. So, whe 
your best pal takes all your monopoly cc leaving you homeless, get them back by sinking 
their battleship. Friends don't let frie carry game night grudges. 


BETTING WITH YOUR BODY -—lIf it just so happens that you went all-in on your last poker hand 


a great substitute fo monetary betting is the removal of clothir For example, if your opponent 
places a minimum bet, remove your shoe to call that bet. If he/she raises 

comes off. Make previous arrangements so that you at oth on the 

stripping ratios. (This can also be used for “letter-bartering” in Scrabble) 


lllustration by Julio Salgado 


super tuesday: 


ho votes, who doesn’t 


The Problem 


“There is no greater right than the right to vote—to 
participate in the electoral process, to elect responsible 
leaders, and to make your voice heard,” Secretary of 
State, Bruce McPherson said on a recent visit to CSULB last 
spring. 

Who wouldn't want this type of power over their state 
government? 

According to the November 2004 Population 
Characteristics Report released by the U.S. Census Bureau 
in March 2005, there was a 25 percent overall gap among 
voters aged 55 and older, and voters between the ages 
of 18-24. Ironically, the total voter turnout for the younger 
age group had increased 11 percent from the 2000 
presidential election and was considered the best turnout 
since the 1992 presidential election (among all age 
groups). 

The evidence attached to these contradictory statistics 
indicates that factors in successful voter turnout have 
much to do with running candidates, propositions and 
whether the election is presidential or general, according 
to the U.S. Census Bureau. 

“Voting and registration rates historically have 
been higher in years with presidential elections than in 
congressional election years,” stated the November 2004 
Population Characteristics Report. 

But according to the same report, the majority of 18-24- 
year-olds (53 percent) are still not voting, why is this? 


By Jeanette Prather 


Top reasons for not voting 


Laziness, fear of the unknown, lack of interest, or my-dog- 
ate-my-ballot; what is your excuse for not voting? 

“| guess voting's not really that high on my priority list,” 
said business sophomore, James McMartin, “Sometimes | 
feel kind of guilty - especially when an incapable candidate 
gets elected. | wish I'd voted last election, that’s for sure.” 

One of the most common excuses the general public lists 
for not voting is a lack of time, although studies over the past 
few decades have demonstrated that leisure time has not 
decreased. 

"To be honest - it literally doesn't matter to me who 
becomes governor and, furthermore, my vote doesn't 
count,” said senior anthropology major, Liz Chang, “My 
district leans so far to one side that I'd have to register in 
another district to make a difference.” 

Another common factor in low voting numbers is 
“tragedy of the commons.” This term, coined by ecologist 
Garrett Hardin and derived from Oxford professor, William 
Forster Lloyd, implies that people who do not vote do so with 
the assumption their vote will have little or no significance in 
the big picture. 

This is not necessarily true. 

If CSULB's entire student body of registered voters 
actually voted Tuesday Nov. 7, they would have contributed 
thousands of votes in the direction of their candidate 
choice. 


Phil Angelides: 


Democrat 


Platforms: pro-choice; universal health Platforms: 
care and _ educational opportunities; 
environmental activism; affordable power 
and energy; safe prisons; restoring public 
trust. 


Unfortunately, no exact number has been calculated 
for CSULB’s total registered voters. 

However, if a school of nearly 35,000 students where 
an estimated half are registered voters, California's 
count of 15,668,439 people (69.5 percent) would 
jump to 15,685,939 total registered voters. Perhaps this 
number is not large enough to change the district total, 
but it would certainly provide a good starting point. 

In the bigger picture, if all CSU registered voters 
turned-out for this election that would be an additional 
chunk of students allowing their voices to be heard. 
According to CSU Mentor, in all the 23 Cal State 
systems there are a total of 398,738 students combined 
(including CSULB). If at least half of this number showed 
up to vote, the impact would be shocking; college- 
age voters would certainly feel the ripple of that wave. 

“The number one reason students don't vote is the 
‘my-vote-won’'t-count argument’,” said Student Life 
and Development Advisor, Anna Nazarian-Press, “so 
they think, ‘what's the bother?’ They will make time if 
they decide their vote will count.” 

If your excuse not to vote was, “| don't like either 
candidate” or “the one | want to win won't anyway,” 
you're doing more of a disservice to the candidate you 
would want to win by not voting at all. 

If the enormous number of potential totaled CSU 
voters from above was added to a third party (political 
parties that are not democratic or republican), the 
numbers would climb the charts. 


Peter Miguel Camejo: 


Green Peace & Freedom 
favors Fair Tax; pro-legal 
immigration; modern marriage practices; 
anti-death penalty, tree-strike and racial 
profiling; restoring public trust. 


Janice Jordan: 


Platforms: low-cost housing; universal 
health care; livable wages. 


“It seems like students are more inclined to register to 
vote, discuss voting or just be more active in the process if 
their peers are out there working on campus,” said Press, 
“especially if the University is backing up the outreach 
program, students will see it as more legitimate and 
participate.” 

This theory is the exact reason why CSULB, the only 
University in California to win a $16,992 federal grant 
for poll-worker recruiting and training programs out of 
19 schools nationwide, will recruit more than 400 pole 
workers from L.A. County to assist in the November 
elections. 

“We applaud California State University, Long Beach 
for its sustained commitment to involve college students 
in the democratic process,” said Secretary of State, 

Bruce McPherson, “when young voters see their peers 
participating, when they see dedicated and enthusiastic 
people working at the polling place, the confidence in 
our democracy is strengthened.” 

In the end, we can all think of better things to do with 
our time; work, study, feed the iguana, sit on our butts, but 
there is no valid excuse not to vote. 

“A lot of people have fought, struggled, died — blood 
and tears — so that we can vote,” said Press, “We should 
at least go out and vote in their honor.” 

However, if you are one of those people genuinely 
confused or uneducated about the November 2006 
ballot, the following page illustrates some general facts to 
get the wheels turning and the ballot machines punching. 


Platforms: reduce immigration and 
Government spending; terminate 
international treaties; pro-God in pledge of 
allegiance; anti-abortion; defend Second 
Amendment rights; traditional marriage and 
family values. 


ere are just a few propositions 
you will see on the ballot this 
November: 


8 3 — Sex Offenders. Sexually Violent Predators. Punishment, 
Resident Restrictions and Monitoring. Initiative Statute. (AKA 
Jessica’s Law). 

For: closely monitoring sexual predators and keeping them in prison as a 
felon for a longer sentence. 

Against: not possible to monitor every sex-offender; promote high-density 
population of sex-offenders in smaller areas. 


84 — Water Quality, Safety and Supply. Flood Control. Natural 
Resource Protection. Park Improvements. Bonds. Initiative Statute. 
For: protects California’s water, land, coastline, drinking water and against 
flooding; protects California’s economy; will not raise taxes. 

Against: benefits only select people; promotes tax increase and money 
squandering; will not promote clean water on a local level. 


8 5 — Waiting Period and Parental Notification Before Termination 
of Minor’s Pregnancy. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. 

For: current law allows minors down to the age of 12 get abortions without 
their parents’ knowledge; other states with proposition sees lower teen 
abortion and pregnancies. 

Against: will not stop child sexual predators nor reduce teen pregnancy; 
promotes back-alley abortions; puts health and safety of pregnant teens 
at risk. 


Platforms: reduce worker's compensation 
and cost of college; no benefits for illegal 
immigrants; environmental activism. 


Platforms: reduce Government spending; no 
benefits for illegal immigrants; end gridlock 
traffic and environmental problems. 


86 — Tax on Cigarettes. Initiative Constitutional Amendment and 
Statute. 

For: prevents minors from smoking or starting to smoke; promotes quitting 
smoking among Californians and results in less chance of death by cigarette. 
Against: smokers won’t benefit but corporate hospitals and health care systems 
will; no guarantees money will be spent correctly. 


8 DP niarnsive Energy. Research, Production, Incentives. Tax on California 
Oil Producers. Initiative Constitutional Amendment and Statute. 

For: oil companies pay for the health and environmental damages they’ve caused; 
tax-payers pay nothing; makes oil companies use cleaner oil for cleaner air. 
Against: higher taxes on domestic oil means higher dependency on foreign oils; 
higher gas prices. 


88 — Education Funding. Real Property Parcel Tax. Initiative Constitutional 
and Amendment Statute. 

For: help graduate skilled, educated workforce; increase economic growth; reduces 
classroom size. 

Against: does not benefit schools on a local level; would promote other special 
interest parties to pass property parcel taxes; no guarantee where money goes. 


89 — Political Campaigns. Public Financing. Corporate Tax Increase. 
Campaign Contribution and Expenditure Limits. Initiative Statute. 

For: makes politicians accountable to voters; ends corruption on state-level 
government; gives all candidates a fair chance. 

Against: created by special interest groups; shuts out small businesses and 
individuals; not limited to just corporations. 


the right job after graduation, but many become 

dissatisfied with their career choice once they 
discover the intense realities of the working world. Two 
weighty questions that loom in the distance are, “Where's 
my paycheck?" and “What do | really have to do to get 
ite" 

23-year-old Mike Barnes, a UCLA engineering alumnus 
from the class of 2005, continues to struggle in his job 
search more than a year after graduation. 

“| work at Ralph's grocery store down the street from 
my house,” he stated. “|l've worked there for three years 
now, and none of my co-workers believed me when | told 
them | got my degree last summer. | had to bring it in to 
prove it.” 

Despite his professors’ assurance that he and his 
classmates would choose where they wanted to work 
after college, Barnes has had little success despite feeling 
that he’s paid his dues. 

“Most people who get their degree in engineering, 
especially from a school like UCLA, don't have to try 
hard or intern before they're hired,” he said. “At least 
that’s what | thought. | paid a lot of money to get a good 
education — the type of education that should merit a 
high salary.” 

If this isn't alarming enough, engineering degrees top 
the list of most sought after majors by employers hiring 
recent graduates recorded by the National Association 
of Colleges and Employers (NACE). Also, according to 
a national survey by NACE, more than 90 percent of 
employers describe the job market as good, very good, 
or excellent. 

NACE cites a rebounding economy and retiring work 
force as reasons why employers predict a 14.5 percent 
increase in hiring of college graduates. This is very 
promising when taken into consideration at CSULB alone; 


€ ollege graduates not only find it difficult to find 


On 


6,333 students graduated in the 2005-2006 school year, 
and that number has risen annually over the past five 
years. 

So where does an undergrad start? Wayne Tokunaga, 
career counselor at CSULB’s Career Development 
Center, explains avoiding devastating surprises after 
graduation begins with active involvement in shaping 
a career early and researching all options with friends, 
professors, advisors, and most importantly, the Career 
Development Center. 

“We help students figure out what they want to do in 
life,” Tokunaga said. "Then, when they figure that out, we 
help them achieve it.” 

Manuel Perez, director of the Career Development 
Center, averaged about 9,000 individual appointments 
last year. While 9,000 students may seem like a large 
number, that still leaves well over two-thirds of the 
student population not utilizing the resourceful Career 
Development Center to their advantage. Perez 
expressed that the Career Development Center's main 
goal is to make students aware of their options and 
opportunities that exist and also to help them utilize alll 
the resources available to find success after graduation. 

But finding a good job is not the only dilemma 
graduates face. It’s realizing the right job can be a } 
frustrating and allusive task. f 

This is what happened to 26-year-old Will Tonn, a } 
psychology and business administration graduate from 
Mount Mercy College in Cedar Rapids, lowa. 

“When | was in school, | had no idea where to start,” 

Tonn said. “I really had no idea what | wanted to do 
with my life. | really like psychology and wanted to do 
something in that field, but it just didn't work out.” 

Tonn is currently an insurance adjustor for Progressive 
Auto Insurance. Before this, he worked for Family Solutions 
where he ran a group home. 


—-. 


“| got that job about five to six months after | 
graduated,” Tonn said. “It stressed me out. | enjoyed it 
at first, but once | got promoted, everything changed. 
It got really stressful. | did it for a year, and that was it. | 
started working for Progressive after that.” 

Tokunaga believes graduates run into this problem 
by developing a skewed perception of their career 
choice from television and movies. He also said that 
with our generation, “once we master something, we 
get bored with it easily and want to do something 
else. However, society is adapting to the way people 


+) are thinking these days.” 
i Tonn agreed that expectations in 
college don't always become reality 


y in a career choice. 

“| was over not being paid 
well and being stressed out all the 
time," Tonn said. “| discovered the 
other side of the profession which was working with 
people who've had really hard lives. They've been 
manipulated their whole lives so that’s what they did 
to me. | think that asking someone what they want 
to do so young is really messed up. People should 
travel first, get out there, and figure out who they are 
and what they want to do in life before making that 
decision.” 

“Sometimes students have a hard time focusing,” 
Tokunaga said. “They think, based on the experiences 
of their parents or grandparents, they are going to 
only work this one job. They think they are going to do 

r, that for the rest of their lives. Realistically, however, in 
today's market, that’s not going to happen.” 

According to an article in Time Magazine, “Who 

ga, Needs Harvard?,” people typically change jobs seven 
or eight times in their lifetime. Dissatisfaction with 
careers and constant change is a phenomenon that 
is not necessarily a new occurrence. 

Karen Croft, a 1981 marketing graduate of CSULB, 
thought she had it made when she obtained a job 
with Xerox shortly after graduation. After serving 

in as vice president of the American Marketing 
Association and president of the International Student 
Association she was more than prepared to take 
on the challenge. One thing she was not prepared 
+s for, however, was learning about and becoming 
ultimately dissatisfied with the corporate climate. 
“Whatever you expect from your major, know it’s 

going to be different,” Croft explained. “It’s always a 
lot tougher than you imagine. The key is you have to 
be flexible, you have to roll with the punches, and you 
have to learn from the experience.” 
l The daunting issues behind tying career success 
with happiness can be overcome. The solution is to be 
smart by being prepared. 
} “The first way to be prepared is to figure out 

who you are and what you want to do,” Tokunaga 
j informed. “The second is the whole job search 
y process. We strongly encourage students to not wait 
until the last moment when it comes to internships. The 
earlier they start - the better. It’s not just about finding 


an. 


experience, but finding out if this is really what you want 


to do.” 

“We do what we can to try to educate students 
about careers,” said Peggy Murphy Haden, program 
coordinator for the Career Development Center. 

BeachLINK is also a great job and internship search 
tool to help. Plus, students can interview with employers 
on campus during Career Development Center events. 

“These interviews are the real thing,” Murphy Haden 
explained. “It’s the only time | can think of, in your 
professional life, that this can happen. 

It's 


“(Students] think...they are going to 
work this one job. In today’s market, 
that’s not going to happen.” 


awareness, or a lack thereof, that plagues the students 
at CSULB according to Murphy Haden. But if we, the 
students, can take advantage of the resources at our 
fingertips, the possibilities are endless. 
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Cute Is What We Aim For 


Photo by Matt Wilkinson 
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ies, oN CAMPUS events 


CTO 


Your guide to concerts, MOV 


and local happenings 


The Stills @ Henry 
Fonda Theatre, 8 
p.m. 


Gym Class 
Heroes @ Chain 
Reaction, 

7:30 p.m. 


| Teddy Geiger @ 
HOB Anaheim, 
7 p.m. 


Carlos Mencia 
@ University City 
Walk 


10 
L.B. City Council 
Mtgs every 
Tuesday 


13 14 
Bamboozle Left @ 
Cal Poly Pamona, 
noon, 2-day 


event 


“The Grudge 2” 
"Deliver Us From Evil" 


Brooks & Dunn 
@ Gibson 
Amphitheatre , 7 
p.m. 


Forgive Durden @ 
Key Club, 7 p.m. 


Ozma w/ 
Hellogoodbye @ 
HOB San Diego, 


Adrenaline @ El 
Tapatio every 
Tuesday, 10 p.m. 


Clap Your Hands 
Say Yeah @ Henry 
Fonda Theatre, 

8 p.m. 


Sufjan Stevens @ 
The Wiltern, 8 p.m. 


15 
Bamboozle Left @ 
Cal Poly Pamona 


16 


20 


The Decemberists 
@ The Wiltern, 8 
p.m. 


21 


Method Man @ 
HOB Sunset, 
7 p.m. 


Ziggy Marley @ 
HOB Anaheim, 
7:30 p.m. 


Placebo & She 
Wants Revenge 
@ Greek Theatre, 
7:30 p.m. 


Xzibit @ HOB 
Sunset, 8 p.m. 


India Arie 
@ Grove of 
Anaheim, 8 p.m. 


: “Marie Antoinette" 
Ziggy Marley “Saw Ill" 


23 27 
Cypress Hill @ HOB 


Sunset, 9 p.m. 


28 


Nintendo Fusion 
Tour @ The Wiltern, 
6 p.m. 


New Found 
Glory@ HOB 


Sunset, 7 p.m. 


Yo La Tengo @ 


6 - q Henry Fonda 


¥ wv Theatre, 8 p.m. 


Snoop Dogg 
@ Key Club 
Morongo, 8 p.m. 


Ladytron’ 


29 


30 


The Roots @ 
The Avalon 
Hollywood, ? p.m. 


Ladytron @ 
Glasshouse, 
7:30 p.m. 


No Sleep ‘Til 
Halloween 
Tour @ Gibson 
Amphitheatre , 
7 p.m. 
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hile a countless number of bands scour 

VV wecosies like Myspace.com and send out 
annoying messages pestering people to 

check out their music, Buffalo, N.Y. based Cute 
Is What We Aim For took a different approach. 
They started a Myspace, uploaded some Garage 
Band demos they recorded in singer Shaant 
Hacikyan's bedroom, put up instant messenger 
screen names and let people seek them out. 
“Wewereneverlike ‘Heylookatourpage,’” bassist Fred 
Cimato said. “It was up to them. If you want to listen to 
our band then go listen to our band, and if you like it, 
cool.|fnotwe’renotgoingtoshoveitdownyourthroat.” 
They never had to. Thousands of MySpacers 
were tapping their feet to the sounds of “Teasing 
to Please” before any record label had heard 
of them, quite an accomplishment for a 
band that started out as a small side project. 
Cute Is What We Aim For was started by a group 

of friends. Hacikyan and guitarist Jeff Czum were 
in ska outfit Bing Cherry, while bassist Fred Cimato 
and drummer Tom Falcone were in A New Hope. 
“We formed a band to play one show. It was a big 
local show,” Czum said. “We only had three songs. 
It was terrible. One of them wasn't even a song.” 
Terrible or not, over 500 kids came out to the 
show. The songs were rough, but had potential. 
After some talking, the guys decided to focus all 
of their attention on Cute Is What We Aim For. 


“We are just putting our spin to it. We aren't 


the Beatles. 


Things started to take off when fans voted them the 
winnerof Purevolume “Battle of the Bands” contestand 
they were awarded anopeningslotonThe Bamboozle, 
a huge annual music festival held in New Jersey. 

That was enough to catch the attention of 
mammoth indie label Fueled By Ramen, home 
to such acts as Fall Out Boy, Panic! At The Disco, 
The Academy ls.... and Gym Class Heroes. 


Photo courtesy of Fueled By Ramen} 


By Matthew Wilkinson 


It was the band's dream label, so they 
signed instantly and traveled to Beltsville, Md. 
for four weeks to work on their debut album. 

“It was the first time we ever were in a 
serious recording studio. We learned a _ lot, 
Czum said. “We only had five songs going 
into the studio, so we just broke everything 
down song by song and wrote the record.” 

The result is “The Same Old Blood Rush With ANew 
Touch,” a 12-song effort of catchy pop tunes and 
hooks so sweet that you may need a toothbrush. 

“The thing | like most about the record is 
that there are songs that Jeff wrote, there 
are songs that | wrote, and there are songs 
that we equally wrote together,” Cimato 
said. “You can tell the difference between 
them, so the record is really diverse in sound.” 

Although diverse, the sound isn't anything 
different than what you've heard already. 
The title of the album pretty much says it all. 

“We aren't really doing anything ground 
breaking,” Czum said. “We are just putting 
our spin to it. We aren't the Beatles.” 

The fans didn't seem to care. “The Same 
Old Blood Rush With A New Touch” sold 13,651 
copies its first week. It became the fastest selling 
record in Fueled By Ramen history, outselling 
Panic! At The Disco by over 3,000 copies. 

All the success hasn't gone to the guys’ heads 
yet. You can still find their instant messenger names 
on the band’s MySpace, and they will be touring 
this fall, trying to stay out of trouble with the law. 

“We got arrested in Kansas for littering,” 
said Czum. “It was the 5° of July and we had 
bought fireworks. We stopped on the side of 
the road. One landed in the brush of Kansas 
and started a small fire. We drove away and 
got pulled over. There is no charge for lighting 
fireworks off the side of the road, and it didn't 
quite fit arson so we got arrested for littering.” 

But they personally guarantee their mug shots 
are cute, after all, that is what they aim for. 
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By Jana Owens 


28 ach October Orange County’s Knott's Berry 

™S Farm celebrates the largest Halloween event by 

ma transforming into Knott's Scary Farm. For 25 nights, 
between Sept. 28 and Oct. 31, Halloween Haunt will terrify, 
horrify and scandalize hundreds of thousands of scare- 
seekers. 

Containing 12 mazes, six live shows and four monster- 
infested scare zones, not an inch of the normal family- 
friendly theme park goes untouched by the hands of 
hundreds of designers and carpenters. With everything 
finally completed and one thousand monsters hired, 
Knott's is anticipating its biggest Halloween Haunt yet. 

Coming in every imaginable shape, size and species, 
the monsters have the time of their lives running after 
terrified guests each night. 

Peter Ross, CSULB alum, has worked multiple Haunts and 
is thrilled to be back this year. 

“It's an adrenaline high,” he said, and being the 
adrenaline addict he is, he loves the rush that comes with 
being a Haunt monster. 

The monsters can be found lurking in four different 
“scare zones” located throughout the theme park. Ghost 
Town, The Silver Bullet Mining Town, The Gauntlet and 
CarnEVIL are all dimly lit areas with foggers that allow 
monsters to sneak Up On anyone who comes their way. 
Guests must especially be wary of monsters in the scare 
zones trailing closely behind them or sliding directly in their 
paths. And it is advised to never run from them. If a guest 
runs, the monsters will chase! 

Aside from these ‘scare zones,” monsters are positioned 
in 12 mazes built each year for the event. Each maze 
has its own theme with monsters costumed and made- 
up to fit those themes. From dead football players and 
prom queens in Hatchet High to wenches in Red Beara's 


Zombie bride startles thrill-seeker in the “scare-zone.” 


Revenge, there is something for everyone's liking, or 
everyone's horror. 

New to Halloween Haunt this year is a maze based 
off of the film The Grudge 2. Knott's has paired up with 
Columbia Pictures to create the maze. 

Though it may sound like fun and games, being a 
Haunt monster is not a job for the faint of heart. Not only 
are all monsters required to attend and pass “scare 
school,” they also take quite the beating from guests they 
catch off guard. Despite the abuse, nothing can keep 
these employees away from Haunt. 

“For me personally, nothing is like scaring,” said 
Michael Orneles, a monster returning for his fourth year 
this October. “It’s a different form of energy; a different 
form of living.” Even when guests do get out of hand, 
he said that management is quick to take care of its 
employees. 

The nights are long and shifts do not end until 1 or 2 
a.m. But for the most part, these monsters live for this time 
of year. To them, there is nothing better than seeing the 
terrified face of guests. In a Haunt monster's mind, if the 
guests are screaming and running in the other direction, 
then they are doing their job right! 

Another aspect of Haunt that attracts many guests is 
the live shows. With recurring shows such as The Hanging, 
a spoof of the year’s pop culture icons, and new shows 
such as this year’s Dead Idol... Live!, are full of side- 
splitting humor and entertainment. Also not to be missed 
are the hypnotist, the improvisation group and the freak 
show. 

Halloween Haunt will end its run this year on Oct. 31. 
Tickets are available online, in person at various retailers, 
or at the door. Don’t miss out, because everyone has to 
go sometime... 
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By Angela O’Brien 


f your iPod is anything like mine, it has scratches and scuffs galore. Why pay $20 for a 
cheap, gummy plastic case when you can make your very own for a couple of bucks? 
(The directions are for an iPod Mini, but sizes can be easily adjusted to fit newer models.) 


3x12 inch piece of felt 

3x12 inch piece of contrasting fabric 
3x12 inch fusible webbing 

Iron and ironing board 

Needle 

Embroidery floss 


Embellishments of your choice (optional) 


1. Cut the felt, fabric and fusible webbing 
into 3x12 inch pieces. Iron the fusible webbing 
sandwiched between the fabric and the felt. 
(Don't place the iron on the felt side!) 


2. Fold the soon-to-be case into thirds (with 
the felt on the outside and the fabric lining 
the inside) and pin it down so that you have a 
pocket and a flap. 


3. With your needle and three strands of 
embroidery floss, stitch around the pocket to 
fasten it into place. | used what is called the 
blanket stitch, but it doesn't matter what type 
you use, as long as the pocket is secure. 


You have created the basic shell of the case. 
Now it is time for the fun part. Decorate 

the flap with buttons, extra fabric or other 
embellishments. Just be creative! 


iPod Cozies 


| 
| 


en 


urban chaos, religious and political intensity 


By Daniela Gutierrez 


packing your suitcase. But I’ve been taking this trip 

in my mind for a long time: Tokyo to Bangkok, in the 
winter season. Two years ago my dad and | were watching 
the floating market in Thailand, on one of our many travel 
show afternoons, when | said: “Dad, very soon I'll be there.” 
He just gave me a doubtful look and replied: Hmm. Then 
there | was, off to Thailand, the 
land of the eternal smile. 

My Japanese friend and | 
were flying Bangladesh Airlines 
for the first time, we didn’t know 
a word of Thai, and we didn't 
know exactly where we were 
going. Anyhow, after some 
spicy food, colorful uniforms 
and seat covers, and six hours 
we landed in Bangkok, a city 
| didn’t know much about but 
that seven days later, |’d love. 

Their metro system is very 
useful, it’s clean, cheap and 
fast. Sometimes we rode an 
underground subway and other 
times we took a sky train. 

The first thing that caught we 
my attention was the large ae : 
number of Buddhist temples. ee 
The temples were extraordinary ‘a oo ‘ 
buildings with intense and 
gaudy colors found on almost 
every block of the city. Also, just. 

as frequent there were small 
carts that sold fruits in colors 
and shapes I've never seen. 

On Sunday we went to Ayutthaya, the capital of the old 
kingdom of Thailand, also known as the nation of Siam, two 
hours north of Bangkok on a road that didn’t look anything 
like the 405. After a while of driving, the contrast within 
urban Bangkok as well as its rural periphery became more 
evident. 

Just when | started thinking that | hadn't seen a Buddhist 
temple in a while, a huge Chinese-style temple appeared 
to my right. The indications of urbanization decreased the 
further we traveled north. At one moment, the highway 
became a two-way road in the middle of the completely 
rural setting. The road looked like a scar in the middle of the 
rice plantations and bright green palm and banana trees. 
Then, | saw a few orange spots in the middle of the dusty 
road, next to the coconut trees under a grayish blue sky. 
They were monks walking on this tiny structure to the side 
of the road. It was shaped like a temple but on a much 


Te say that trips begin the moment you start 


% 


the land of the eternal smile, natural beauty, 


Daniela poses by 300- TET ruins. 


smaller scale—it looked like a bus stop. 
| had just finished my Religions of the 

World class last semester and this was 

almost like a field trip. | saw dozens of 

Buddha statues, ruins of stone, gold, silver, 

~ metal, and the giant laying Buddha, the 

, white Buddha, the Buddha head on a 

tree Wat Phra Mahathat. 

= Next in Ayutthaya, we saw amazing 

mx ruins of the old kingdom destroyed 300 

years ago by war. Next to the ruins of the 

tombs and castles was an extraordinary 

_ temple. |'ll remember the beauty of its 

unique designs for a long time. 

The next day we went to the world 
famous floating market, with which | was 
completely fascinated. | must have taken 
about three rolls of films. 

My friend thought it looked like Venice, 
there were little canoes in the middle of 
the city built around water. For me, it was an explosion 
of colors, flavors and aromas that | will never forget. 
The locals did everything on these canoes, they had 
products, souvenirs and fruit to sell, and they even 
cooked on them. 

On the flight back, | couldn't help but wonder: 
What am | going to do? My dream was to visit every 
country in the world, even if it was only for a day. 

But, after being in Thailand for seven days, | wanted 
more! | wanted to come back for two months and 
explore the north and all the tiny islands | missed, eat 
more fruit, have more exotic meals, buy more cheap 
and unique clothes and of course have many more 
massages. Thailand was so extraordinary and | loved 
it so much that every time | see a Thai person | feel 
like | want to hug them because their country is so 
fantastic. 
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éfeedback. 


Dig, 


Your coverage of the global warming crisis was commendable. 
Having worked as a grassroots environmental organizer, I’ve 
encountered too many folks who believe that global warming 
isn’t a problem. This denial occurs because many journalists 

(often in the interests of sensationalism and the illusion of fair 
coverage) tend to paint the issue as a debate rather than a 
crisis. Cheers for having the guts to take a stand - California 
recently passed a bill to cut our greenhouse gas emissions... 
it's only a matter of time before the naysayers wake up! 


Denise Remhof 


DIGmagazine wants to 
hear what you think. 


Send comments/ 
suggestions to 
dig.mag@gmail.com 
along with your email. 


j just picked up my first issue of Dig today 

(September 2006) and | thought the CONTENTS page was a 
preview of the rest of the publication’s design 
aesthetics. Unfortunately, it was not. One important 
design element that is lacking in all of CSULB’s 
publications is WHITE SPACE. Take a look at the 
CONTENTS page and look at all that visual breathing 
room, a rest stop. It shows a bit more class, kinda 

like the wider isles you find in Target stores, not 

the room-cramped aisles of Walmart. One easy solution 
to adding white space is reducing the font size you 
guys are using. The san-serif font used now will still 

be readable with a much smaller font. Don't feel that 
ALL the paper's area must be used to contain the most 
amount of content. Emptiness is an 
underrated/over-looked piece of content. It's the 
silence in horror films that bring them the most 

fright. 

Anyway, i’d like to help out with this publication! 
Thanks, 

Jimmy 


